I had every intention of doing a lesson plan dealing with the Indians—perhaps a
discussion of the different approaches to white people moving into Indian lands as
demonstrated by Red Cloud and Crazy Horse. However, the more I thought about
this, the more I was dissatisfied with my ideas. I wanted something that could be
used by teachers at all levels, and it just seemed that what I was thinking about was
limited to upper level or AP classes. As I was driving towards the Black Hills, I
began to go over some of the things we had talked about, and some of the trips we
had taken. As I thought about what I had seen, I went back in my memory to the
visit to the Museum of the Fur Trade. Something that was said in the workshop
came back to me—the expansion westward all revolved around the trade in hides
and fur. The importance of this trade is not something that is usually taught in
history classes. Certainly fur trading is mentioned, but its critical importance to
bringing settlers to the frontier areas is not stressed. I had never really given much
thought to the significance of the fur trade to the movement westward.

As aresult, I decided to concentrate on the fur trade and the life of the trappers,
hunters, and traders. This lesson can encompass the role of human migration in
shaping the context and course for power shifts on the plains, environmental and
ecological changes as factors both driving and driven by the actions of human
inhabitants of the plains, and the connectedness of the plains to emerging national,
continental, and global economies.

Students will have to research the trade in fur and hides. They will then have to
concentrate on the life of one trapper, trader, or hunter. This research should
include his relationship with the eastern and European markets for the sale of his
furs or hides and his relations with the Indians. Students should also get an idea of
how this person helped to bring other white people to the Plains. I have written the
lesson in such a way that it can be adapted to various grade levels and abilities. It
could also be adapted to various time periods and parts of the country. If a teacher
wants to use it to discuss the fur trade in the Great Lakes, for example, it would be
easy to do. It incorporates technology but can also be used even if students do not
have access to technology.



UNIT: Westward Expansion
ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS: What was it like to be a fur trapper, hunter or trader?

What role did fur trading have in the westward expansion of the
United States?

GRADE LEVEL: Upper elementary grades through high school

TIMELINE OF LESSON: Students have one week to complete the project

PA CONTENT STANDARDS: 8.1 Historical Analysis and Skills Development
8.3 United States History

RESOURCES: Textbook; various books and internet sites

The following are internet sources. There are many good books and other resources that can
be used if students do not have internet access.

http://www.montanatrappers.org/history.htm

http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/12096-the-frontier-the-fur-trappers-video.htm

http://www.whiteoak.org/learning/Irn-online.shtml

http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hyper/HNS/Mtmen/home.html

http://www.42explore2.com/mtnmen.htm

http://www.isu.edu/~trinmich/Discoverers.html

Fur Trapper/Trader Myspace page

After completing research about fur trappers, hunters and the fur trade, students will complete
a sample myspace page about a fur trapper, hunter, or trader. This can be adapted to any part
of the country and any time period. The teacher can choose to have students research a
particular fur trapper/hunter/trader or have students research the fur trade and then pretend
to be a fur trapper/hunter/trader and have them complete the myspace page. The myspace
template is done with Microsoft Word. If there are no computers available for students to use,
they could easily recreate the template as a poster. Teachers can make this an individual
assignment or allow students to work in groups.

Once the research and project have been completed, students should explain how the fur trade
influenced the movement westward. This can be done as an essay or oral presentation.



Instructions for Myspace page

1.

w

Find a picture of the person you are profiling, use a picture of yourself, or create an
avatar or picture

Either find a quote from the person or make up a quote that this person might have said
Fill in the age, gender, location, country, and time of last login

Write a brief description about the person. This must be 8-10 sentences. Tell a little
something about the person.

Fill in the person’s interests. For example, a fur trapper’s favorite movies might include
Jeremiah Johnston or A Man Called Horse. Think about books, movies, music, etc. that a
fur trapper or trader might enjoy.

Include a list of the person’s friends. If possible find pictures of these people and add
the person’s name to the picture.

Complete the person’s details

Complete the person’s friends’ comments. Include a picture of the friend and a
comment. You must have at least 4-6 friends and comments. For example, your person
might have John Jacob Astor as a friend. Or another trapper might comment, “Had a
great time at the rendezvous. See you next year.” Or an Indian might write “Hope to
never see you again. Your success is causing too many white people looking for wealth
to come to our lands.”

Complete the bumper sticker block. Find one or two bumper stickers
that friends might send you. Ex: a fellow trapper might send you this

EVALUATION

The project will be judged on:
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The accuracy of information used to complete the myspace page

The visual appeal of the myspace page

Whether all instructions were followed

How thoroughly the myspace page covers the life of a fur trapper/trader
Whether resources were properly cited in MLA format

How well the essay or oral presentation covers the essential question



*Name of Profile*

“...Famous quote...”

Age:
Gender:
Location:
Country:
a

Last Login:

Penson’s Interests

General:

Music:

Movies:

Heroes:

Books:

Television:

Name of Pensor’s Blunbis (8-10 sentences )

Ubout Me:

Pewson’s Friends

Person has friends

Adapted from Steven Richards, Spring Grove ASD




Pewsan’s Details

Marital Status:

Children:

Here For:

Home Town:

Ethnicity:

Zodiac Sign:

Education:

Occupation:

Places visited:

Relations with Indians:

/Bumper Stickers \

Penson’s Friends Comments

Showing 6 comments of 75 (View All | Add Comment )

Adapted from Steven Richards, Spring Grove ASD
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Baoks:

Felevision:

(View all)




Details

Status: Stawing 6 camments of 78 ( View All | Add Comment )

Ftere For:

Orientation:

Fome Jown:

Bedy Type:

p.5. i love yvou

Occupation:

Bumper Stickers \
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my Cookie?

Cre!l by Steven Richards, Spring Grove ASD



